
Race, Advocacy, 
and Education



Circle of Trust Touchstones



We will not approach this presentation 
from a parent deficit mindset!



Objectives:



History of Education in 
Nebraska and Omaha



OPS SUPERINTENDENT



United States vs.
School District Omaha



Annexation of Millard and 
Ralston Public Schools



Legacy of 
Historical 
Factors?

Resegregation / Lack of 
Diversity

Student Performance / 
Achievement Gaps

Curriculum and 
Instructional Materials

Digital Divide



Advocacy



Resegregation / 
Lack of Diversity



Data Points



Resegregation / Lack of Diversity

According to recent data (2018), there are several schools in 
Omaha Public Schools today that are predominantly African 
American, despite the current desegregation policies still in 
place in Omaha. Those schools include:



Resegregation / Lack of Diversity



OPS Responsibilities



OPS and State Responsibilities



Parent Advocacy



Student 
Performance and 
Achievement Gaps



2020-2021 NSCAS ELA Data for OPS



2020-2021 NSCAS Science Data for OPS



State, District, and School 
Responsibilities

https://www.launchne.com/21-22/ensuring-equitable-instruction/



Parent Advocacy



Curriculum and 
Instructional 
Materials



State and 
District 
Responsibilities

LB888

LB1158

OPS Social Studies Curriculum Guides



Parent Advocacy



Digital Divide



Nebraska’s 
Digital Divide

https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/edlabs/projects/covid-19/documents/pdf/NE-internet-connectivity-508.pdf


Digital Divide

• Within urban areas, such as Omaha, the 

digital divide still exists.
• There is a 30% gap in broadband access between 

homes in the zip codes with the highest income 

earnings and those with the lowest. The zip codes 

with the lowest income earnings all fall within North 
Omaha.

• “Principal Dr. Genevieve Core said 

remote learning has been a bit of a 

challenge: "By the time they get the 

sentence through the connection, we're 

on to something else. Or there's a lot of 

freezing going on with the internet 

connection."



Recent studies 
show a strong 
correlation 
between lack of 
digital literacy 
skills and the 
ongoing digital 
divide.

“The ability to 
find, evaluate, 
utilize, share, 
and create 

content using 
information 

technologies 
and the 

Internet.”

Digital Literacy 
Preparedness

http://www.ijello.org/Volume14/IJELLv14p077-093Buzzetto4487.pdf

https://study.sagepub.com/sites/default/files/New%20Media%20Society-2011-van%20Deursen-893-911.pdf

https://www.econstor.eu/bitstream/10419/177899/1/1019792663.pdf

http://www.ijello.org/Volume14/IJELLv14p077-093Buzzetto4487.pdf
https://study.sagepub.com/sites/default/files/New%20Media%20Society-2011-van%20Deursen-893-911.pdf
https://www.econstor.eu/bitstream/10419/177899/1/1019792663.pdf


State and District 
Responsibilities



Additional Opportunities for 
Advocacy



Thank you!

ebony.mckiver@gmail.com

mailto:ebony.mckiver@gmail.com

